408              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

constitution, his father abandoned the idea of making a soldier
of him, and destined him for the Church; but in 1870 a chill on
the lungs frightened his parents, and instead of going to Oxford
he was sent off to his brother, who had left the family circle to
try his fortune as a cotton-planter in South Natal. On his
brother's plantation he quickly built up a hardy constitution,
and kept his eyes and ears open regarding South African affairs.
The diamond boom had just begun, and in 1871 the two
brothers, catching the diamond fever, sold their plantation,
and, making their way across Africa, staked out a claim at
Colesberg Kopje.

Two years later, however, upon the advice of his family,
which coincided with his own wishes, he returned to England
to enter at Oriel College, Oxford. During the whole of the
period covered by his University career it was his custom to
spend the summer term at Oxford, and then after six months
or so to go back to the Cape and the diamond-fields.

'A stranger landing in Kimberley in those days,' says
Mr. Howard Hensman, one of his biographers, ' and seeing
Rhodes in his shirt-sleeves, seated on an upturned bucket, sort-
ing with keen eyes the diamonds from the gravel on an impro-
vised table in the open air, or reading a text-book for his next
examination at Oxford, one eye on the volume and the other on
his native workmen, would have found it hard to believe that in
this man the destinies of South Africa were virtually bound up.
To all appearances he seemed to have no other object in life
than his books and the successful working of his diamond
claims.'

To this dual existence, however, was due Rhodes's complex
character, for whereas in the rough contact with Mother Earth
all his ruggedness and strength and practicality were developed,
on the other hand, in the calm retreat of college life, amidst the
influence of classic books and cultured intellects, he was led to
build Mp theories, ideals, and great aims. There is not the
slightest doubt .that at Oxford Rhodes defined his vocation. It
. is not given to every man to have his goal set before him on the